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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Bishop 
John Doerfler gathers with students 
after celebrating Mass on a recent 
Friday. | Two first year students pray 
night prayer by candlelight during the 
orientation week night hike. | Labor 
Day hike to Silver Mountain SW of 
Baraga with a group of over 70. | St. 
Al’s student leaders in front of the St. 
Mary’s Women’s House on College 
Ave during Orientation Week.

Pictures from the school year so far taken by third year student Zach Smith.
One of our big opportunities each year to engage more students is during 

orientation week and the early weeks of fall semester.
See more pictures at mtucatholic.org/photos



Greetings from Houghton! As I write this there is already some snow on the ground 
and the fall colors are still BRILLIANT! We’ve had a great beginning to this new school 
year, and our newsletter captures just a bit of that!

We have had our best and strongest start in my five years here, with great numbers 
and great hospitality from our students towards each other. We’ve also had a spate of 
engagements recently! I hope you like the wedding pictures from across the genera-
tions!

Michigan Tech has a new president, and we were excited to have one our parishioners catch up with him recently for a brief inter-
view, and we’ve also included an interview with our faculty adviser, Dr. Marty Thompson.  Marty was received into the Church here 
at St. Al’s not long before I arrived!

No doubt you have seen some of the difficult news about scandal in the Church. I pray daily for the healing of those who have been 
victimized by clergy, and for the renewal of the Church. I have tried to be proactive in bringing this to our community prayer and 
to active discussion with the students, and so has our shepherd, Bishop John Doerfler. As we face this challenge, vibrant campus 
ministry continues to be part of the solution!  Thank you for your prayerful support of St. Al’s!

—FR. BEN 

UNSURPRISINGLY, the number one place to connect with students outside of Mass 
is the coffee and donut social following Mass.

Over the past several years, due to the success of outreach initiatives such as the FO-
CUS team (more on that inside this newsletter), St. Al’s has run into a good problem—
not enough seating for all of the students coming downstairs to the social. Most weeks 
the tables fill up and there are dozens of students left standing with their donuts and 
coffee.

Thanks in large part to the generosity of several families who donated money for new 
tables via the St. Al’s Christmas Wish List over the last two years, St. Al’s was able to 
update to bigger, easier to move tables this spring. 

New tables may seem like a small detail, but they play a big part in our weekly in-
teraction with many students. This is one of several smaller updates around St. Al’s 
recently, including a refurbished baptismal font and new pole barn. Thank you for 
your ongoing support, which provides for the ongoing growth and maintenance of 
this vital ministry.

—RHEN HOEHN, ST. AL’S DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, MTU CIVIL ENG ’09 & MBA ‘10
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ST. AL'S PUTS ON DOZENS OF EVENTS for students 
in the course of a school year, but some of them do not look 
very “churchy.” 

There are of course liturgical offerings like Mass, Confes-
sion, and daily Holy Hours of Eucharistic Adoration. In a 
related sense, there are also many Bible studies, retreats, and 
catechetical courses. But there are also hikes, barn dances, 
coffee and donut socials, and sports competitions. 

The schedule for a given week of events at St. Al’s may seem 
haphazard at first glance, but there is actually an underlying 
framework with a subtle strategy for helping students to get 
plugged in and go deeper with their faith.

That framework comes from the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students, or FOCUS, which has had a team of 
recent college graduates, trained in outreach and mentoring, 
on the ground at St. Al’s for five years helping with the efforts 
at the parish. 

The FOCUS framework is “Win-Build-Send.” In this case, 
“Win” means winning students over for Christ, providing 
them an opportunity for encountering Him. “Build” refers 
to building the students up in the Faith with prayer and cat-
echesis. “Send” is equipping students to go win, build, and 
send others.

The activities around St. Al’s which often appear less 
“churchy” are often the “Win” events. These are meant to 
be low-threshold gatherings that provide a comfortable en-
vironment for somebody new to get acquainted with the 
church and the students here, even if they don’t come from 
a religious background. Hikes, dances, and sports teams are 
all examples of Win events, and so are the Fourth Period So-
cials after home hockey games, men’s and women’s nights or 
art/painting nights organized by the FOCUS missionaries, 
and the orientation week welcome activities. 

There is an effort to host Win Events which appeal to all 
sorts of students, but the hikes and snowshoeing trips that 
take advantage of the beautiful surroundings of the Cop-
per Country are among the favorites because they provide 
a great opportunity for students to get to know each other 
one-on-one, away from the distractions of technology—
something which is increasingly difficult to do in today’s 
university environment.

Spreading the word about these events involves email an-
nouncements, social media, and table tents on campus, but 
a particular emphasis is placed on students making personal 
invitations to their friends, roommates, and classmates.

Win · Build · Send



Richard J. Koubek is Michigan Technological University’s 10th president, beginning that role on July 1, 2018. He came to Tech 
from Louisiana State University where he most recently served as the executive vice president and provost. 

Born outside Chicago in Berwyn, Illinois, Koubek holds bachelor’s degrees in biblical literature, with a minor in chemistry, from 
Oral Roberts University, and in psychology from Northeastern Illinois University. He received his master’s degree and PhD in 
industrial engineering from Purdue University. Koubek and his wife Valerie have three grown children and a German Shepherd.

St. Albert the Great parishioner Sarah Williams sat down with Koubek to discuss life at Tech, living in the Keweenaw, and the 
early days of his presidency.

R I C H A R D  J .  K O U B E K
Michigan Technological University President

What have you enjoyed so far about Tech? 
I’ve really enjoyed meeting and interacting with the 
students. They are awesome. I knew we had good students 
but we have really great students. I now know why we have 
370 employers attending Career Fair to hire our students. 
They are the future leaders. We have crazy smart students 
with a lot of grit. It’s been great to see how our location 
gives us a few very unique advantages like fresh water lake 
research and forestry research. We are shaped by where 
we exist as a university. It has been a delightful awakening 
for me to see how all of these pieces fit together. As an 
institution we have a sense of humility that is refreshing. 
There is a quiet greatness that exists at Tech.

The area is stunning. And there is such a community in the 
Keweenaw Peninsula. In the end it’s about the people and 
the sense of pride they have in the community. They care. 
That’s something you want to be a part of and associated 
with. 

How do you see Tech becoming a leader in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution?
There are few institutions that have the ability to do what 
Tech can do and hence we bear a responsibility. We are a 
technological university. That’s our middle name but it’s 
embedded in everything, permeates everything. We need 
to understand the technology, the implications and how 
this will succeed in the future. We have a unique situation 

because of where we are situated. We are a tight-knit 
community embedded in an area of natural beauty. We can 
explore the technological frontier. We do that because we 
have to; it’s our mission and responsibility to do so.

Why are alumni important to Michigan Tech?
The value system at Michigan Tech is carried in the alumni. 
The actualization of what we aspire to be as a university is 
evidenced t in the acts of our alumni. We are a reflection 
of what they achieve, and they are the articulation of the 
vision and mission of this University. We take great pride 
in all their achievements and how they choose to live 
their lives with humility and hard work. The alumni are 
Michigan Tech. Their knowledge and expertise can help us 
stay contemporary and current. 

Koubek says when he was deciding his career path, he 
wanted to work with people, do something positive, and 
contribute to society. That led him to study and earn a 
degree in biblical literature, leading him to study at a 
seminary for a year. During that process, he learned he was 
better suited to deal with the quantitative process more 
and pursued psychology, eventually discovering industrial 
engineering, teaching, and administrative work in higher 
education.

“It all fits,” he says. “I continue to work in a technological-
oriented career working with and helping people.”



Before Michigan Tech’s first game of the tournament
Sunday, December 30, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
The Archdiocese of Detroit Chancery Offices, 12 State St., Detroit
Join other St. Al’s alumni and families before the game for Mass,
followed by lunch provided by St. Al’s 

At Michigan Tech’s First Game 
Sunday, December 30, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.
Upper level general admission area, penalty box side of the arena
Join other St. Al’s alumni and families, near the center ice
Look for green St. Al’s shirts (see picture)

Join us at the GLI Tournament in Detroit!

RSVP at www.mtucatholic.org/detroit 

Student organizations at Michigan Tech are represented by faculty advisors. For St. Al’s, Dr. Marty Thompson serves that 
role. If you had asked him ten years ago what he would be doing today he might have said something about advancements 
in his genetics research, but he would probably not have thought he would be a devoted Catholic. Dr. Thompson, a chem-
istry and biochemistry professor at Michigan Tech, comes from a background of atheism. As he describes it, he was never 
hostile to faith as his parents were non-practicing Lutherans, but rather he was simply irreligious. Marty’s wife, Marta, grew 
up Catholic but only attended Holy Mass during Christmas and Easter.
 
In the summer of 2008, their lives were to make a dramatic change. An emergency ultrasound, after what they thought 
was a miscarriage, revealed that their 7-week-old daughter was still alive. The following months of a high-risk pregnancy 
rekindled Marta’s faith. With what little he knew of Christianity, Marty offered himself to Christ. Marta returned to Mass 
with Marty who joined the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program at St. Al’s, which guided them back to 
the sacraments. RCIA was led by Sister Ellen Enright and also involved several Michigan Tech students who helped facili-
tate the program. One of the RCIA leaders was also a student in one of Dr. Thompson’s classes at the time. Marty recalls the 
surreal experience of interacting with one of his students in another environment in which the student was his teacher.
 
Coming from a background in which it was simply assumed that faith and science were mutually exclusive, Dr. Thompson 
was surprised at how easy they were to reconcile. He believes now the unity of faith and reason has helped to make him a 
better scientist by providing a more full understanding of what science is, and what it is not. As the next step in the journey 
of faith Marty is taking classes at the Augustine Institute and is in the diaconate program for the Diocese of Marquette. God 
willing, he will be ordained a permanent deacon in 2020.

A Chemist Comes to the Faith

Marty receiving the Ministry of 
Lector as part of preparation 

for the diaconate.



Weddings
AT ST. AL'S

One of the joyful realities of a campus ministry is 
students meeting each other in a context of faith, 
and entering into the beautiful Sacrament of Mar-
riage! As a campus parish, St. Al’s is a place that is 
fully equipped, both practically and canonically, to 
celebrate wedding Masses and ceremonies. Down 
through the years hundreds of couples (over 400 at 
last count!) have been married at St. Al’s, and hun-
dreds more have done marriage preparation here 
and have been married at a home parish. It is a great 
blessing for a couple, whether dating, engaged, or 
married, to be rooted in the Lord, and in a common 
faith. Many couples also learn to navigate gracefully 
and graciously differences in their faith background 
and beliefs. In both cases, St. Al’s walks with stu-
dents at every stage of the journey. Some generous 
alumni couples from St. Al’s down through the 
generations have shared these wedding pictures, and 
one engagement picture, with us!

Giving Tuesday is a global day of giving on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving.
Support St. Al’s as part of the
movement on Giving Tuesday on November 27!

Follow along via email by going to www.mtucatholic.org/email
Follow along on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stagmtu

Caron-Ritter, '71

Dani-Loew, '19

Meier-Ollis, '87

Masini-Suppelsa, '65

Felger-Shingledecker, '02



During my very first winter at St. Al’s (I arrived in No-
vember 2013), our student leaders were brainstorm-

ing how to grow the ministry.  Those conversa-
tions led to us getting a FOCUS Team (with a 
LOT of help from God and one very generous 
donor who continues to fund FOCUS!). They 
also surfaced the possibility of having intention-

al living communities where Catholic students 
could live together in a prayerful and supportive 

environment.

It took a couple years of discussion, prayer, and discernment, but now, less than 
five years later, we have four active houses in addition to the Chapel Rats! Ten 
women live in St. Mary’s House, six men in St. JPII House, six men at St. Joe’s 
House, and four women in St. Thérèse's House.  

The students are responsible for leasing the houses, 
like any other group of roommates, and we provide 
some encouragement and pastoral accompani-
ment. Each house sets its own prayer goals, rule 
of life, and activities. At times our FOCUS mis-
sionaries have lived in the houses as well. With 
our six Chapel Rats, this group of over 30 stu-
dents forms a core of prayer, intentionality, and 
hospitality. Unsurprisingly, many of our student 
leaders choose to live in these healthy and prayerful 
environments, and many of our student leaders come 
from them! 

—FR. BEN, PASTOR 

In September I accompanied 
ten young women from St. Al’s 
to visit the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity Motherhouse 
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.

During the weekend the young 
women were able to pray, cel-
ebrate Mass and share meals 
with the Sisters. They spent time 
with the five women in forma-
tion, who shared their vocation 
stories around a bonfire while 
eating s’mores. There was even 
a scavenger hunt to explore the 
huge Motherhouse.

One of the highlights was ado-
ration in St. Francis Chapel, 
with prayer times centered on 
Scriptural themes. Some had 
profound experiences during 
Adoration. With teary eyes, one 
stated she knew God loved her, 
but when she reflected how 
God wants to be her bridegroom 
she was overwhelmed with the 
sense of God’s love.

Going to the Shrine of our Lady 
of Good Help in Champion, Wis-
consin, the only approved ap-
parition of Mary in the U.S., was 
a grace for all. Many expressed 
that to be praying at the very 
spot where the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to Adele Brise was 
truly a gift and they did not want 
to leave. 

If any young women missed it, 
the next “Come & See” weekend 
is scheduled for February 2019.  
Visit www.fscc-calledtobe.org/
we-invite-you

Sister
J A C Q U E L I N E

CATHOLIC
MEN'S & WOMEN'S

Houses



Over the decades St. Al’s has used 
a variety of communication meth-
ods to get the word out to students 
about what is going on at the cam-
pus ministry. Some methods are 

newer, like email and Facebook. Other methods have been around for gen-
erations.

Table tents have been an important medium for getting news to students 
at Michigan Tech for many years. These single page printouts, folded into 
a quarter-page booklet, are still vital for student organizations to get their 
messages in front of a captive audience—hungry college students.

A dedicated group of active students at St. Al’s makes sure that updated 
table tents are designed and placed in all of the Michigan Tech cafeterias regularly. The leader of the group, Andrew Flanagan, 
even gets dubbed the fun official ministry leader title of “Skenopoios,” Greek for “Tentmaker.” (Acts 18:3)

In total, 291 table tents are distributed between the three dorm cafeterias and the Keweenaw Commons food court area in 
the Memorial Union Building.

St. Al’s uses table tents to spread the word about many events, some of which are illustrated on the front page of this newslet-
ter “The School Year So Far,” and on page three, “Win Events.”

T H E

Tentmaker
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